
Music for the Mass

Introitus: Gaudeamus omnes    Plainchant 

Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena – Kyrie, Gloria Nicolas Champion (c. 1475 – 1533)

Sequentia: Laus tibi Christe    Plainchant by 
    Gottschalk of Aachen (fl. 1071-98) 

Prefatio     Plainchant  

Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena – Sanctus  Nicolas Champion  
with Elevation motet O salutaris hostia    Pierre de la Rue (c. 1452 – 1518) 

Pater noster     Plainchant 

Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena – Agnus Dei Nicolas Champion 

Communio: Diffusa est gratia    Plainchant 

Music for Vespers

Invitatorium: Deus in adiutorium    Plainchant 

Antiphon: Quando Martha satagebat    Plainchant /Anonymous 

Antiphon: Fidelis sermo – Magnificat    Plainchant /Anonymous
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Cappella Pratensis
Cappella Pratensis specializes in the music of Josquin Desprez (= Josqinus Pratensis) and other 
polyphonic composers of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. The ensemble performs its own 
programs and original interpretations, which are based on academic research. As was customary in 
the renaissance, the singers of Cappella Pratensis usually stand around a central music stand, singing 
from facsimiles of original choirbooks. This creates a unique perspective on the repertoire. The 
ensemble, founded in 1987, is now under the artistic direction of singer and conductor Stratton Bull.

In addition to regular concerts in the Netherlands and Belgium, Cappella Pratensis performs in 
leading international festivals and venues in France, Portugal, Germany and the United States. 
The ensemble also has also released several CD recordings which have been greeted with rave 
press reviews and awards, including the Diapason d’Or and the Prix Choc. From 2005 to 2007, 
Cappella Pratensis was ensemble-in-residence at the Fondation Royaumont (France), where it gave 
courses and concerts, and worked with several prominent musicians. In 2009, it released a DVD/CD 
production of the Missa de Sancto Donatiano by Jacob Obrecht, which contained a reconstruction 
of the first performance of this mass, filmed on location in Bruges, supplemented with extensive 
documentation. This production was awarded with a Diapason découverte and the highest rating in 
the professional magazine Classica.

The CD Vivat Leo! Music for a Medici Pope (2010), directed by guest conductor Joshua Rifkin, was 
awarded a Diapason d’Or. A successful series of concerts of the Requiem of Pierre de la Rue was 
led by guest conductor Bo Holten. A DVD of one of these concerts, performed as part of the event 
Jheronimus Bosch 500, was released in 2010 under the title Bosch Requiem.

In January 2012 a new CD, containing the earliest surviving polyphonic requiem masses in music 
history, those by Johannes Ockeghem and Pierre de la Rue. In February 2014 the ensemble released 
a CD containing music written for the feast of the Assumption and transmitted in choir books from 
the Vatican, including Josquin Desprez’s masterpiece Missa Ave maris stella. In late 2015, the 
ensemble recorded the Missa Cum Jocunditate by Pierre de la Rue.

In 2016, Cappella and the Nederlands Kamerkoor performed eight concerts of the world premiere of 
the Missa Unitatis, composed in 2008 by Anthony Pitts (* 1969) in a unique partnership with choirs in 
Antwerp, Breda, ’s-Hertogenbosch, Eindhoven, Tilburg and Helmond. It has also performed during 
the Early Music Festival in Utrecht, and presented five performances of the program Christmas with 
Josquin in the Season of Early Music.

Cappella Pratensis shares its vision and approach to vocal polyphony with professionals and amateurs 
in masterclasses, with multimedia presentations, and also in a week-long summer school that takes 
place annually during the festival Laus Polyphoniae in Antwerp. In a structural collaboration with 
the universities of Leuven and Oxford, the musical manuscripts of the workshop of Petrus Alamire 
are explored by musicologists and adapted for use by other musicians.

See music.williams.edu for full details and additional happenings as well as to sign up for the weekly 
e-newsletters. 

Upcoming Events
Joanna Kurkowicz, violin - Faculty Recital 
Sun Apr 16 | Chapin Hall | 3:00 PM
Chamber Music Recital 
Tue Apr 18 | Brooks-Rogers Recital Hall | 4:30 PM
MIDWEEKMUSIC 
Wed Apr 19 | Chapin Hall | 12:15 PM
Prof. Kathryn Alexander - Class of 1960 Music Lecture 
Thu Apr 20 | Bernhard Music Center, room 30 | 4:15 PM
Berkshire Symphony - Student Soloist Gala 
Fri Apr 21 | Chapin Hall | 7:30 PM
Williams Gospel Choir 
Sat Apr 22 | Chapin Hall | 4:00 PM
Sitar and Tabla Studio Recital 
Mon Apr 24 | Chapin Hall | 7:30 PM
Miranda Cuckson and Nunc - Visiting Artist Series 
Wed Apr 26 | Brooks-Rogers Recital Hall | 7:30 PM
Violin Studio Recital 
Thu Apr 27 | Brooks-Rogers Recital Hall | 4:30 PM
Williams Jazz Festival - Syotos - Visiting Artist Series 
Thu Apr 27 | Goodrich Hall | 7:30 PM
Carolyn Mielke ’23, mezzo - Senior Thesis Recital 
Fri Apr 28 | Brooks-Rogers Recital Hall | 4:30 PM
Williams Percussion Ensemble 
Fri Apr 28 | Chapin Hall | 7:30 PM
Williams Jazz Festival - Terri Lyne Carrington Trio and Student Combos 
Sat Apr 29 | MainStage, ’62 Center | 7:30 PM


